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SE MN H.O.G. CLUB #2443 

ROCHESTER HARLEY DAVIDSON 

7180 Highway 14 East 

Rochester, MN 55904 

507-288-9050 

 

 

  

 
Southeastern Minnesota Harley Owners Group #2443 

August 2015 Newsletter 

Directors Notes 

It’s hard to believe that it is almost August! My parents always said that every year goes by faster. 

I want to again thank everyone that went on the First Responder rides. It is amazing to hear and see how much 

time, effort and money these people put in to doing this very important work. I know that they appreciate our 

efforts to raise money to help support them. They run on a very limited budget and often spend a lot of their 

own money to keep things running. Also, thanks again to Mike Shumaker for coordinating all of this (even if he 

did have to take a car to some of them!). I think this is something that we should continue to do. 

If you are planning to go to Sturgis be safe. It sounds like they are expecting a huge turnout. 

Keep selling those raffle tickets!! 

Thanks, 

Mike 

 

Upcoming Events 

August 3
rd 
ï 9

th
 Sturgis (info only non-H.O.G. event) 

August 8
th 

Chapter Meeting move to August 15th. 

August 10
rd

 Officer Meeting at Eagles.  Meeting @ 6PM - open to all members 

August 11
th 

Birthday Dinner ride to Rail House in Lake City.  Meet at RHD at 6:00PM.  

August 15
th

 Meeting @ Rochester Harley @ 9:30AM.   

http://www.semnhog.com/
http://www.sturgismotorcyclerally.com/
http://www.therailhousegrill.com/
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Harley Ownerôs Group Meeting Minutes for July 11, 2015 

Pledge started the meeting by Director Mike.  Assistant Director Tom was not here, so very quiet. 

Leon our Treasurer reported a Beginning Balance of $ 9,567.80 and Ending Balance of $ 9,899.70. 

Teresa our Membership Director reported there are 101 paid members (must  be paid up with National to be 

current with local membership) This month marks Mike Shumaker’s 10 year membership anniversary and Jeff 

Mehnke’s 20th year anniversary.  In May we neglected to honor Charlie Milligan’s 32 year anniversary! 

Congrats! 

There are 25-30 past members on the books who haven’t paid this year.  They will be taken off the list, but may 

try to reach one more time. 

Charlie our Safety Director reported that the Experienced Rider Course had 6 members participate.  All 

members thought the course was a great idea to take regardless of how long you have been riding.  It is easy to 

get complacent and this course has good reminders to all of us.  Charlie said there should be forms in the store 

to send into Harley to be reimbursed for the course once we are billed for it. 

Lastly ~ this has been a very bad year for motorcycle accidents and fatalities.  We are 56% above last year’s 

totals for accidents from this time last year.  Remember that 77% of all accidents happen in intersections, so be 

especially diligent.  11 out of 24 fatalities are between 50-60 years old.  Check your tire pressure and remember 

that for every 10 degrees of temperature change the tire pressure is 1 pound off. 

Mike the Director reported on several rides in the area, so check our website and in the store to get more 

information.  There is a dinner ride to Old Barn Restaurant on Tuesday the 14th.  Sturgis will have inductions 

into the Harley Hall of Fame.  This is a great event to go to while in Sturgis. 

Mike Shumaker reported that the rides to the communities that we have donated money to First Responders this 

year has gone very well.  The volunteers have been very receptive to having us and we have learned a lot about 

all it takes to do what they do.  These men and woman do an awesome job for their communities and it is great 

that we recognize them in the club.    When Mike went to Altura,  he sold an additional 8 raffle tickets.  Our last 

ride is to Nodine on the 20th and Mike wants to make sure there are as many riders going as possible.  Please 

try to attend. 

Dealership News ~ There is a Pre - Sturgis sale July 31st to August 1st.  Grab your last minutes items at the 

Sturgis Bumble August 3rd to the 8th!  Also stop in to get your Sturgis Passport ~ through the 31st.  Stop in and 

sign up. 

“The Cruise” ride for Ronald McDonald house is on the 26th. 

The 50/50 drawing was for $ 28. 

Respectfully submitted. 

Sue Madden 
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Membership Officer Notes 

There are 112 paid members at this time.  Please invite all of your Harley friends to join our club - the more the merrier.    

Membership:  Joe Druga 10 year HOG 

August Birthdays … Birthday Dinner ride to Rail House in Lake City: 

¶ 8/2 Randall FAY 

¶ 8/3 Diane MITCHELL 

¶ 8/4 Kelli LARIMER 

¶ 8/7 Anne MEHNKE 

¶ 8/11 Duane KOEHLER 

¶ 8/14 Charlie MILLIGAN 

¶ 8/16 Cindy FAWCETT 

¶ 8/16 Laura WALKER 

¶ 8/23 George WILSON 

¶ 8/25 Michael MADDEN 

¶ 8/29 Renae HANSEN 

¶ 8/29 Gary ZIRBEL 

Please remember that you must keep your National Hog membership current to be allowed a local HOG membership.   

Hope to see you all on our rides this summer.  Enjoy and ride safe. 

Sincerely, 

Teresa Wegner 
Membership Officer 

Ladies of Harley 

Hello LOH! 

If you have any LOH ideas, please contact Patty-Ann at 507-993-7857 or send an email to patty_blue2u@yahoo.com. 

Thank you for your participation and support. 
Sincerely, 

Patty-Ann Haimes 

Ladies of Harley 

Activity Officer Notes 

If you are planning on going out for a ride and looking for folks to come along, send me an email and I can 

forward it to the group. 

Looking for rides, events and other activities, I will help you plan it.  Just tell us what you want to do. 

For this year, we are looking for several Road Captains to help plan and lead rides. If you are interested or have 

any questions, contact Pete at pdmittelsted@gmail.com or 507-440-0919. 

Pete Mittelsted 

Activity Officer 

  

http://www.therailhousegrill.com/
mailto:patty_blue2u@yahoo.com
mailto:pdmittelsted@gmail.com
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Editor Notes 

All input for newsletter should be submitted no later than the 20
th
 of the month to make the next newsletter. If 

you have any questions on this subject or have any suggestions for a future newsletter, please e-mail or give 

Dale Nelson a call. Thank you all for your support and input for the newsletter. You all help make this a good 

monthly newsletter. You may submit articles to semnhog.webmaster@gmail.com. 

Dale Nelson 

Newsletter Editor 

Webmaster Notes 

Check out our social media and “Like” us on our Facebook:  SEMNHOG #2443 

(www.facebook.com/SEMNHOG2443).  Or “Follow” us on Twitter:  SEMNHOG #2443 

(twitter.com/SEMNHOG2443).  You can send your fellow member a Tweet! 

You may submit input, pictures, events, etc. When submitting info for web site, please include all info needed 

such as pictures and events plus make a statement in subject line as to content.  Also, if you have any questions 

on this subject or have any suggestions for content on web site, please send an e-mail or call one of the 

Webmasters.  

Leon has been looking at updating the website but we are woefully short of pictures to spice it up.  Please 

send any HD related pictures to leon074@aol.com and he will continue to add them the collection.  Many 

of you have been on various trips this summer, from the MN HOG Rally to Pikes Peak in Colorado to 

Laughlin River Run in Nevada. 

I have been trying to take my camera along to get some on my own pictures.  Leonôs son will be assisting 

on our website.  He put together a very nice site in a couple of weeks for LIU, so Leon is optimistic that 

we can do this for free! 

All information should sent to: 

Dale Nelson:  semnhog.webmaster@gmail.com / 507-254-9337 

Leon Plantz:  leon074@aol.com / 507-281-9198 

Thank you all for your support and input for the web site. You all help to make this a good web site that will 

keep us all informed and help promote SE MN H.O.G. Club. 

Dale Nelson 

Webmaster   

   

 

 

  

mailto:semnhog.webmaster@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/SEMNHOG2443
http://www.facebook.com/SEMNHOG2443
https://twitter.com/SEMNHOG2443
mailto:semnhog.webmaster@gmail.com
mailto:leon074@aol.com
https://www.facebook.com/SEMNHOG2443
https://twitter.com/SEMNHOG2443
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Birthday Dinner Ride to the Old Barn 

On July 14
th

, 9 of us road out to the Old Barn near Preston, MN.  It was a beautiful ride to Fountain and then on 

to the Old Barn. 
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"First Responder Donations" Rides 

On June 08
th

, the SE MINNESOTA HARLEY OWNERS GROUP ROCHESTER road to Kellog to present 

donations to the First Responders.  15 members road to First Responder Kellogg and presented a $500 check. 
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On June 15
th

, Mike Shumaker presented the First Responder of Altura with a $500 check: 

 

On June 20
th

, a small group from our HOG club road to Elba to present their First Responder with a $500 

check: 

 

And on July 20
th

, the last of the First Responder donations as presented to the volunteers from Nodine.  As 

Mike mentioned, there was a total of 17 bike that road, with 22 HOG members present.  You will probably see a 

nice article from the Houston County News on our visit. 

  

http://lacrossetribune.com/houstonconews/#utm_source=lacrossetribune&utm_campaign=main-nav&utm_medium=direct&utm_content=0&utm_term=home
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Around the Bend 
“I’m gonna wake you up early cause I wanna take a ride with you!” One of the early songs that helped start the 

renewed popularity of motorcycles. Put out by the Beach Boys-WHO?-in 1964—REMEMBER IT WELL!  

After Hollister and “The Wild Ones” and other “B” motorcycle movies, things were different for motorcyclists. 

Although about a H----, the song did help change the general publics’ mood about motorcyclists. I am sure most 

have heard the term 1%er. The general explanation of this comes from a statement the AMA made that it was 

the 1% of motorcyclists that didn’t belong to the AMA that were the cause of the motorcycle problems. True or 

false, WE’VE COME A LONG WAY!! 

Along with the acceptance has come problems. The number of motorcyclists (I use the term 

MOTORCYCLISTS instead of BIKERS) and motorcycles has risen dramatically. Along with that is the crashes 

and number of fatalities. According to the most recent figures, there have been 37 motorcycle fatalities this year 

compared to 18 last year at this time. The number of car crashes has also increased quite a bit from last year. 

Last year was notable because the total number of vehicle fatalities was the lowest since WWII.                                                                                                             

WHY?? Well, if I had that answer I would be sittin on the beach in Ft Myers getting ready to go watch the 

sunset at DOC’S! Some possible answers/solutions-and I am sure all are tired of me harpin on some of this- are 

training, practice, riding familiar-not your friends-bike, too much fun-If ya know what I mean-and gotta include 

weather. Past few years we were lucky to get much ridin in by late April or May. This year we have had the 

opportunity to get out early and often. 

I’m gonna throw something new out and call it KNOW YOUR MOTORCYCLE AND WHAT IT CAN 

AND CANôT DO. You can go thru training, but until you have practiced on your motorcycle, the skills you 

learned may be lost. Skills like emergency braking, countersteering, and swerving are not instinctive. After 

being taught the “how”, it is up to us to learn the “execute”! How much pressure do you need to apply to the 

BRAKES-both of them-to stop FAST in an emergency. This goes for ABS bikes also. You WILL stop quicker 

in hard braking if you are able to apply enough braking to not engage the ABS-this is discussed in MSF 

training. Countersteering and swerving are somewhat similar although swerving is a much more rapid/violent 

move. In both cases, think “push right to go right, push left to go left”. Try it! You will probably say you have 

been doing it all along but had no name for it. Something else to think about-ACCELERATION! No, I am not 

talkin about beatin the guy next to you at the lite. I am referring to how fast you KNOW your bike can 

go/accelerate to get you OUT OF a situation. Now, don’t go tellin the cop that Charlie said you needed to 

practice a burn out or something, I am talkin about getting out of a tight passing situation, a squeeze play in an 

intersection, or any situation you may feel uncomfortable in.  

The first part of this paragraph in this RANT was KNOW YOUR MOTORCYCLE! It is a lot more than a 

black/red/softail/ultra/sportster. It is a complex machine with lots of parts and components. If the radio doesn’t 

work, you can still go for a safe ride. If you only have one brake, not so much! Remember the TCLOCK 

checklist?  Tires, Controls, Lites, Oil, Chassis, Kickstand. There are a lot of components on this list that if not 

in optimal condition, can cause a crash. I can hear it now-KICKSTAND? Try goin AROUND THE BEND and 

your kickstand comes down because the spring broke-OOPS, CRASH POSSIBLE! Neglecting the smallest 

device on your motorcycle can cause a problem. And then we have TIRE PRESSURE—nuff said. Know your 

bike well enough to be able to recognize a new rattle, shake, vibration, or noise.   

Gotta thank Gordie Habunschild again for the great book-ULTIMATE STREET STRATEGIES-he contributed 

to the club. I get a lot of the info presented here from that book. One statement I want to share from the book 

that came from the HURT REPORT is “An alarming number of accident involved riders, when faced with an 

impending disaster, did NOTHING to avoid it.” Were they unaware of it? Did they not believe it to be a threat? 

Worst of all perhaps, Did they want to avoid it but DIDNôT KNOW HOW!!!  If nothing else, TRAINING, 

PRACTICE and KNOW YOUR MOTORCYCLE!   And above all:                                                                                                                     

 LETôS BE CAREFUL OUT THERE!!! 
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2015 Chapter Events and Rides 

August 3
rd 
ï 9

th
 Sturgis (info only non-H.O.G. event) 

August 8
th 

Chapter Meeting move to August 15th. 

August 10
rd

 Officer Meeting @ Eagles.  Social hour @ 5:30PM, meeting @ 6PM - open to all 

members 

August 11
th 

Birthday Dinner ride to Rail House in Lake City.  Meet at RHD, kickstands up at 

6:00PM. Contact Pete Mittelsted for ride details. 

Birthdays:  Cindy FAWCETT, Randall FAY, Renae HANSEN, Duane KOEHLER, 

Kelli LARIMER, Michael MADDEN, Anne MEHNKE, Charlie MILLIGAN, Diane 

MITCHELL, Laura WALKER, George WILSON, Gary ZIRBEL 

August 15
th

 Meeting @ Rochester Harley @ 9:30AM.  Letôs Ride!  After meeting, kickstands up 

at 11AM. Contact Pete Mittelsted for ride details. 

September 7
th

 Officer Meeting @ Eagles.  Social hour @ 5:30PM, meeting @ 6PM - open to all 

members 

September 8
th 

Birthday Dinner ride to Bears Den in Byron.  Meet at RHD, kickstands up at 

6:00PM. Contact Pete Mittelsted for ride details. 

Birthdays:  Roland BICE, Juleena BURTON, Ed CARLON, Edward CLASEN, 

Roger HAMILTON, Matthew HEINZ, Jeffrey MEHNKE, David MEYER, Don 

MITCHELL, Dean PEDERSON, Darvey RIETMANN, Ann  SCHWANKE, Jeremy 

WANGEN, Wayne WEIS, Sandra  WELSH, Thomas WELSH 

September 12
th

 Meeting @ Rochester Harley @ 9:30AM.  Letôs Ride!  After meeting, kickstands up 

at 11AM. Contact Pete Mittelsted for ride details. 

September 15
th

-20
th 

Tomahawk WI ride (info only non-H.O.G. event).  Go to the web site for more info. 

September 19
th 

Flood Run  (info only non-H.O.G. event) for more info http://www.floodrun.org/ 

September 23
th

-26th Bikes, Blues and BBQ Rally (info only non-H.O.G. event) 

October 5
th

 Officer Meeting @ Eagles.  Social hour @ 5:30PM, meeting @ 6PM - open to all 

members 

October 10
th

 Meeting @ Rochester Harley @ 9:30AM.  Ditch clean-up at 10:30AM.  Letôs Ride!  

After meeting, kickstands up at 11:30AM. Contact Pete Mittelsted for ride details. 

October 13
th 

Birthday Dinner ride to Good Sport in St. Charles.  Meet at RHD, kickstands up at 

6:00PM. Contact Pete Mittelsted for ride details. 

Birthdays:  Michelle DONLEY, Frank FAWCETT, Rick FRICKER, Bill 

MARKUS, Peter MITTELSTED, Todd ROUSH, Tamara THORN, Romana 

TINSLEY, Danney WHITING 

November 7
th

 Freeze Your Butt Ride.  Letôs Ride!  Meet @ Rochester Harley @ 10:30AM, 

kickstands up at 11AM. Contact Pete Mittelsted for ride details. 

November 9
th

 Officer Meeting @ Eagles.  Social hour @ 5:30PM, meeting @ 6PM - open to all 

members 

November 10
th 

Birthday Dinner ride to Fat Willies in Rochester.  Social hour from 5:30 PM, dinner 

@ 6:00PM 

Birthdays:  Dean ANDERSON, George BATZEL, Barb  BUTTURFF, Joe DRUGA, 

http://www.sturgismotorcyclerally.com/
http://www.therailhousegrill.com/
http://www.bearsdenbyron.com/
http://www.tomahawkfallride.com/
http://www.floodrun.org/
http://www.floodrun.org/
http://www.bikesbluesandbbq.org/rally-info/dates-schedule/
http://goodsportofstcharles.com/
http://www.fatwillysburgers.com/
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Julie GURTNER, Noel LUEDTKE, Justin PARKIN, Roger PIKE, Jay SEVERSON, 

Greg TWERBERG 

November 14
th

  Meeting @ Rochester Harley @ 9:30AM,   (Election Nominations). After meeting 

ride. Contact Pete Mittelsted for ride details. Turn in mileage and chapter challenge 

sheets today. 

December 5
th

  Rochester Harley Davidson Open House and SE MN HOG Bike Drawing @ 

2:00PM .  More info TBD 

December 7
th

 Officer Meeting @ Eagles.  Social hour @ 5:30PM, meeting @ 6PM - open to all 

members 

December 8
th 

Birthday Dinner ride at Olive Garden.  Social hour from 5:30 PM, dinner @ 

6:00PM 

Birthdays:  Melissa BALICHEK, Sara BAUMLER, Francis BURTON, Vicky 

GIORDANO, Gordon HAUBENSCHILD, BeNita HOVE-DOMKE, Lyle 

MCINTYRE, Sandy PETERSON, Julie RIEKEN, Michael SHUMAKER, Daniel 

SUNDT, Iva ZIRBEL, David (Bud) ZITZMANN 

December 12
th

 Meeting @ Rochester Harley @ 9:30AM   (Elections) 

All dates are subject to change or cancellation. Notification will be sent out if there are changes. 

Questions contact Dale Nelson 
  

http://www.olivegarden.com/locations/mn/rochester/rochester-miracle-mile-mall/1600
mailto:dalen02@hotmail.com
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SE MN H.O.G. OFFICERS 

Director 

Mike Madden 507-251-5761 

mmadden32@charter.net 

Assistant Director 

Tom Welsh 507-421-6864 

Twelsh33@gmail.com 

Secretary 

Sue Madden 507-259-5146 

mmadden32@charter.net 

Treasurer 

Leon Plantz 507-281-9198 

leon074@aol.com 

Activities Officer 

Pete Mittelsted 507-440-0919 

pdmittelsted@gmail.com  

Editor 

Dale Nelson 507-254-9337 

dalen02@hotmaill.com 

Webmaster 

Dale Nelson 507-254-9337 

semnhog.webmaster@gmail.com  

Membership Officer 

Teresa Wegner 507-993-8782 

sportie56@gmail.com  

Safety Officer 

Charles Milligan 507-269-3988 

charlesrmilligan@hotmail.com 

Ladies of Harley Officer (LOH) 

Patty Ann Haimes 507-993-7857 

patty_blue2u@yahoo.com 

Road Captains 

Tony Haimes (Head) 507-254-2284 

thaimes@yahoo.com  

Tom Welsh 507-421-6864 

Twelsh33@gmail.com 

Contribution Committee 

Mike Shumaker 507-254-3950 

mikeshu@charter.net 

Darrel Burton 507-282-9046 

Glenn Roberts 507-226-3411 

ctgroberts@charter.net  

George Wilson 507-288-1088 

gswil3@yahoo.com  

Leon Plantz 507-281-9198 

leon074@aol.com  

Bill Hoffman 507-288-2664 

billbus@aol.com 

 

  

mailto:mmadden32@charter.net
mailto:Twelsh33@gmail.com
mailto:mmadden32@charter.net
mailto:leon074@aol.com
mailto:thaimes@yahoo.com
mailto:dalen02@hotmaill.com
mailto:semnhog.webmaster@gmail.com
mailto:sportie56@gmail.com
mailto:charlesrmilligan@hotmail.com
mailto:patty_blue2u@yahoo.com
mailto:thaimes@yahoo.com
mailto:Twelsh33@gmail.com
mailto:mikeshu@charter.net
mailto:ctgroberts@charter.net
mailto:gswil3@yahoo.com
mailto:leon074@aol.com
mailto:billbus@aol.com
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