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Southeastern Minnesota Harley Owners Group #2443 

June 2011 Newsletter 

Directors Notes  

Rungeôs Ramblings 

I know weôve talked about safety a bunch, but due to some recent happenings, Iôm going to say a 

little more. I just came from a sad funeral and I donôt care to go to any more. We really need to 

be careful and drive defensively. Slow down when you come to an intersection and never assume 

that any one there sees you. The driver might see you and think he has time to make a turn when 

he doesnôt.  Be visible, stay in the part of the roadway that allows you to be seen the best. Youôll 

see me wear a lot of high-vis clothes. I like to be seen. Any time you even think something isnôt 

right, cover that brake and clutch lever just in case. Never assume and always expect the 

unexpected. Now on to something else that bothers me - riding etiquette. Donôt tailgate. When 

Iôm riding I donôt like to be crowded by someone tailgating me. When we get a group of bikes 

try to maintain what you believe to be a safe interval. You canôt stop as fast as you think you can. 

Take my word on this. I recently had to stop when a dog ran out in the road and my son locked 

up to avoid him. I was in the other lane and past him when I finally stopped. Had there been a car 

coming I would have had to hit his bike or the ditch and I thought I had plenty of room.  So, 

donôt crowd the person in front of you and ride at a safe speed. Donôt think you have to KEEP 

UP with the leader. Everyone has different levels of riding ability. Stay within your comfort zone 

and be safe. Thank you and weôll see yaôll on the road. 

Gary Runge 

Director 
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May  2011 Meeting  Minutes  

Pledge of Allegiance was led by Director Gary Runge 

 

Patches and Pins are for sale and available at front table. 

 

Membership: Mary Hamilton stated that there are 166 members.  Congratulations to Leonard 

Porter for 15 years as a member.  Charlie Milligan celebrates 28 years as a member, 

congratulations!! 

 

Safety Officer: Rick Skaran has resigned as safety officer due to a new job he has taken. Anyone 

wanting to fill this position please contact Gary Runge.  

 

Treasurer: Jeff Williams is officially our new treasurer. Jeff stated the clubôs balance is 

$13,986.56.   

 

Activity Officer: Roger Hamilton:  

¶ Spring ditch pick-up today following meeting. Red jugs will be in the ditch, each one 

worth a $10.00 gift certificate to Harley Davidson. 

¶ Open house at Rochester Harley Davidson today.  

¶ Following todayôs meeting and ditch pick-up will be a ride to Leroy, lead by Tony 

Larimer. Kickstands up at 12:30. 

¶ Sunday May 15th, Tony Haimes will lead a ride to South Troy Church for a bike 

blessing. Meet at Harley Davidson, kickstands up at 10:15.  

¶ May 21st, Ruff Ride. Registration begins at 9 a.m., kickstands up at 10:00. (non-HOG 

event).  

¶ May 22nd there is a makeup birthday ride to Miesville lead by James Ertelt 

¶ June 14th: Decorah, IA ride, ride lead by Frank V. to Maveôs Pizza.  

¶ Additional rides, July 9th to Buzzard Billyôs, led by Tony Haimes. 

 

Tony Larimer: Chapter Challenge Explained.  Roger Hamilton will have a link with details out 

on the website. 

 

Cancer Ride: Cancer ride committee will meet May 16th Mon at 6 p.m. 

We still need volunteers to work at the festivity.  Please let Gary, Frank or any other committee 

member know if you are interested. All donations welcome for the silent auction. Start a 

donation sheet and raise $100.00, then you ride free, no registration fee. 

 

Contributions: Dean: Special requests for a $500.00 donation to Kellogg, Elba, Rollingstone and 

Ostrander Ambulance, unanimous vote. 

 

Respectfully submitted by Patty-Ann Haimes, Secretary.  
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Activity Officer  Notes 
Reminder June 4th 2011 Cancer Memorial Ride (Ride Against Cancer Charity Event) at 

Rochester Harley Davidson. Registration at 9:00AM. 

If you are going out for a ride and looking for folks to ride with, send an email to 

rogerhd69@gmail.com and Roger will forward it to the group. Include how others can contact 

you if they have questions. 

Roger Hamilton 

Activity Officer 

 

Raffle Tickets  
We have a number of raffle tickets available for members to sell. Remember that this is the 

main fundraiser for the club. The proceeds from the sales help fund donations to groups like 

the local first-responders, the Ronald McDonald House, Christmas Anonymous, Sheriffôs Youth 

Program, and other local charities. Please consider helping by selling a book or two or three... 

 

Editor Notes  
All input for newsletter should be submitted no later than the 20

th
 of the month to make the next 

newsletter. Please make a statement in subject line as to content. If you have any questions on 

this subject or have any suggestions for a future newsletter, please e-mail or give Jeff Williams a 

call.  

Thank you all for your support and input for the newsletter. You all help make this a good 

monthly newsletter.  

You may submit articles to jeff1851@charter.net.  

Jeff Williams 

Newsletter Editor 

Webmaster Notes  
When submitting info for web site, please include all info needed such as pictures and events 

plus make a statement in subject line as to content. If you have any questions on this subject or 

have any suggestions for content on web site, please e-mail or give Roger a call. 

Thank you all for your support and input for the web site. You all help to make this a good web 

site that will keep us all informed and help promote SE MN H.O.G. Club 

You may submit input, pictures, events, etc. to rogerhd69@gmail.com.  

Roger Hamilton 

Webmaster 
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Chapter Events and Rides Photos  

New Members ï Sue Madden and Edward Clasen 

 

Bike Blessing 

 

Suzieôs Roadhouse  

(BDay ride ï pictured are Tom & Kari Sczepanski and Dennis Maas) 

 

 


